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Questions without Notice � Ministers� Answers � Adjournment Debate 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral � Leader of the House) [10.55 pm]: I want to respond to a 
few comments that have been made by members tonight. The Leader of the Opposition seems to have a bee in 
her bonnet about something; I do not know what has caused her aggro, but I think if she were to have a close 
look at what the Minister for Child Protection said last night, she would see that the minister was saying, as I 
understood it, that if a member is going to ask a minister a question that requires the minister to remember 16 
different recommendations and report, it would help if the member would give notice of the question. She 
actually said that she had no problem answering questions without notice, but that if some notice were given for 
questions that require a fair amount of detail and information, it would be very helpful to the minister. She talked 
about how, when she was a shadow minister, her intention when asking questions was to obtain information, and 
the best way to do that was to give notice to the minister of whom she was asking a question. Some members 
may want to ask a question to try to embarrass the minister into revealing that she does not know the answer to a 
question; but if members actually want information about something, it is a good idea � 

Hon Ken Travers interjected. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I did not interject on anybody tonight; how about the member giving me a few 
minutes, if he does not mind? 

If members want information, the best way to do it is to give notice of a question. That is what has generally 
happened in this house for a very long time. I do not see it as a tradition or a convention; it is something that has 
happened in this house because members have used question time in this house to get information that would 
never be obtained in the Legislative Assembly, where every question is a question without notice, and every 
answer bears no relationship to the question, regardless of which party is in government or opposition. If 
members want to know something, it is best to ask questions in the Legislative Council. The minister was 
making the point that if members want her to answer a question the answer to which goes into a significant 
amount of detail, it is best to give her some notice. If it turns out that she asks a member to put a question on 
notice, it is unacceptable for her to be labelled �incompetent�, or whatever it was that Hon Ken Travers said. I 
agree with the minister in that regard. 
 


